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Ice Age: The Meltdown isa 2006 American animated adventure comedy film produced by Blue Sky Studios
and distributed by 20th Century Fox. It isthe sequel to Ice Age (2002) and the second installment in the Ice
Agefilm series. The film was directed by Carlos Saldanha from a screenplay written by Peter Gaulke, Gerry
Swallow, and Jim Hecht, and a story by Gaulke and Swallow. Ray Romano, John L eguizamo, Denis Leary,
and Chris Wedge reprise their roles from the first Ice Age film, with newcomers Seann William Scott, Josh
Peck, and Queen Latifah joining the cast. In the film, Manny, Sid, and Diego attempt to escape an impending
flood, during which Manny finds love.

The film premiered in Belgium on March 1, 2006, and in the United States on March 31. Despite receiving
mixed reviews from critics, it grossed $667 million worldwide, marking it the third highest-grossing film of
2006 and the highest-grossing animated film of 2006. Three more sequels were released: Ice Age: Dawn of
the Dinosaurs in 2009, Ice Age: Continental Drift in 2012, and Ice Age: Collision Course in 2016.
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Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaursis a 2009 American animated adventure comedy film produced by Blue Sky
Studios and distributed by 20th Century Fox. It isthe sequel to Ice Age: The Meltdown (2006) and the third
installment in the Ice Age film series. It was directed by Carlos Saldanha and co-directed by Mike
Thurmeier, from a screenplay written by Michael Berg, Peter Ackerman, Mike Reiss, and Y oni Brenner,
based on a story conceived by Jason Carter Eaton. Ray Romano, John Leguizamo, Denis Leary, and Chris
Wedge reprise their roles from the first two films and Seann William Scott, Josh Peck, and Queen Latifah
reprise their roles from The Metdown, with Simon Pegg joining them in the role of aweasel named Buck. In
the film, while Manny and Ellie are preparing for their baby, Sid the Sloth is kidnapped by afemale
Tyrannosaurus after stealing her eggs, leading the rest of the herd to rescue him in atropical lost world
inhabited by dinosaurs underneath theice.

Thefilm was released on July 1, 2009, becoming the first Ice Age film and the first 20th Century Fox film to
be released in 3D. It received mixed reviews from critics, and has grossed $886.7 million worldwide, making
it the third-highest-grossing film of 2009, the highest-grossing animated film of 2009, the highest-grossing
Ice Age film and the highest-grossing film from Blue Sky Studios. Two sequels, Ice Age: Continental Drift
and Ice Age: Collision Course, were released in 2012 and 2016, respectively.
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Thefollowing isalist of the characters from the Ice Age films, mentioned by a name either presented in the
films or in any other official material. Each character includes a summary when possible, the voice actor or
actors associated with the character, and a description of the character along with any aliases, spouses and the
character's species.
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The Little Ice Age (LIA) was a period of regional cooling, particularly pronounced in the North Atlantic
region. It was not atrue ice age of global extent. The term was introduced into scientific literature by
Frangois E. Matthes in 1939. The period has been conventionally defined as extending from the 16th to the
19th centuries, but some experts prefer an alternative time-span from about 1300 to about 1850.

The NASA Earth Observatory notes three particularly cold intervals. One began about 1650, another about
1770, and the last in 1850, all of which were separated by intervals of slight warming. The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change Third Assessment Report considered that the timing and the areas affected by the
LI1A suggested largely independent regional climate changes, rather than a globally synchronous increased
glaciation. At most, there was modest cooling of the Northern Hemisphere during the period.

Several causes have been proposed: cyclical lowsin solar radiation, heightened volcanic activity, changesin
the ocean circulation, variationsin Earth's orbit and axial tilt (orbital forcing), inherent variability in global
climate, and decreases in the human population (such as from the massacres by Genghis Khan, the Black
Death and the epidemics emerging in the Americas upon European contact).
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Aniceageisalong period of reduction in the temperature of Earth's surface and atmosphere, resulting in the
presence or expansion of continental and polar ice sheets and alpine glaciers. Earth's climate alternates
between ice ages, and greenhouse periods during which there are no glaciers on the planet. Earth is currently
in the ice age called Quaternary glaciation. Individual pulses of cold climate within an ice age are termed
glacia periods (glacials, glaciations, glacial stages, stadials, stades, or colloquialy, ice ages), and intermittent
warm periods within an ice age are called interglacials or interstadials.

In glaciology, the term ice age is defined by the presence of extensive ice sheets in the northern and southern
hemispheres. By this definition, the current Holocene epoch is an interglacial period of an ice age. The
accumulation of anthropogenic greenhouse gases is projected to delay the next glacial period.

Ice Age (2002 film)

Ice Ageis a 2002 American animated adventure comedy film produced by Blue Sky Sudios and distributed
by 20th Century Fox. The film was directed by Chris

Ice Ageisa 2002 American animated adventure comedy film produced by Blue Sky Studios and distributed
by 20th Century Fox. The film was directed by Chris Wedge and co-directed by Carlos Saldanhafrom a
screenplay by Michael Berg, Michael J. Wilson, and Peter Ackerman, based on a story by Wilson. It features
the voices of Ray Romano, John Leguizamo, Denis Leary, Goran Visnji?, and Jack Black. Set during the
days of the Pleistocene ice age, the film centers around three main characters—Manny (Romano), a no-
nonsense woolly mammoth; Sid (Leguizamo), aloudmouthed ground sloth; and Diego (Leary), a sardonic
smilodon—who come across a human baby and work together to return it to itstribe. Additionally, the film
occasionally follows Scrat, a speechless "saber-toothed squirrel” (Wedge), who is perpetually searching for a
place in the ground to bury his acorn.

Ice Agewas originaly intended as a 2D animated film developed by Fox Animation Studios, but eventually
became the first full-length animated film for the newly reformed Blue Sky, which had been reshaped from a



VEX house to a computer animation studio. Focus shifted from making an action-adventure dramafilmto a
more comedy-oriented one, and several writers, such as Berg and Ackerman, were brought on to bring out a
wittier tone.

The film was released in the United States on March 15, 2002. It received mostly positive reviews from
critics and was nominated at the 75th Academy Awards for Best Animated Feature. It was a box office
success and grossed over $383.2 million, making it the eighth highest-grossing film of 2002 and the highest-
grossing animated film of 2002. The film initiated a franchise, being followed by several sequels, spin-offs,
specias, shorts, and video games.
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The Ice Age Adventures of Buck Wild is a 2022 animated adventure comedy film directed by John C.
Donkin, in hisfeature directorial debut, with a screenplay by Jm Hecht, Ray Del aurentis, and William
Schifrin based on a story written by Hecht. It is a spin-off film of the Ice Age franchise, and the sixth overall
installment. It takes place between Ice Age: Collision Course and Ice Age 6. The film stars the voices of
Simon Pegg (the only previous cast member to return), Vincent Tong, Aaron Harris, Utkarsh Ambudkar, and
Justina Machado also starring in the film. It follows the two opossum brothers Crash and Eddie and their
adventure to becoming independent possums alongside the titular character Buck Wild.

Originally planned to be atelevision series, The Ice Age Adventures of Buck Wild was redevel oped into a
feature-length film. Produced by 20th Century Animation and released under the Walt Disney Pictures
banner, it was released on January 28, 2022, as a Disney+ original film. The film received generally negative
reviews from critics.
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The Quaternary glaciation, also known as the Pleistocene glaciation, is an aternating series of glacial and
interglacial periods during the Quaternary period that began 2.58 Ma (million years ago) and is ongoing.
Although geologists describe this entire period up to the present as an "ice age”, in popular culture thisterm
usually refers to the most recent glacial period, or to the Pleistocene epoch in general. Since Earth still has
polar ice sheets, geologists consider the Quaternary glaciation to be ongoing, though currently in an
interglacial period.

During the Quaternary glaciation, ice sheets appeared, expanding during glacial periods and contracting
during interglacial periods. Since the end of the last glacial period, only the Antarctic and Greenland ice
sheets have survived, while other sheets formed during glacial periods, such as the Laurentide I ce Sheet, have
completely melted.

The major effects of the Quaternary glaciation have been the continental erosion of land and the deposition of
material; the modification of river systems; the formation of millions of lakes, including the development of
pluvia lakes far from the ice margins; changesin sealevel; the isostatic adjustment of the Earth's crust;
flooding; and abnormal winds. The ice sheets, by raising the albedo (the ratio of solar radiant energy
reflected from Earth back into space), generated significant feedback to further cool the climate. These
effects have shaped land and ocean environments and biological communities.

Long before the Quaternary glaciation, land-based ice appeared and then disappeared during at least four
other ice ages. The Quaternary glaciation can be considered a part of a Late Cenozoic Ice Age that began



33.9 Maand is ongoing.
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The Last Glacial Period (LGP), also known asthe Last glacial cycle, occurred from the end of the Last
Interglacial to the beginning of the Holocene, c. 115,000 — c. 11,700 years ago, and thus corresponds to most
of the timespan of the Late Pleistocene. It thus formed the most recent period of what's colloquially known as
the"lce Age'.

The LGP is part of alarger sequence of glacial and interglacial periods known as the Quaternary glaciation
which started around 2,588,000 years ago and is ongoing. The glaciation and the current Quaternary Period
both began with the formation of the Arctic ice cap. The Antarctic ice sheet began to form earlier, at about 34
Mya (million years ago), in the mid-Cenozoic (Eocene-Oligocene extinction event), and the term Late
Cenozoic Ice Ageis used to include this early phase with the current glaciation. The previous ice age within
the Quaternary is the Penultimate Glacial Period, which ended about 128,000 years ago, was more severe
than the Last Glacial Period in some areas such as Britain, but less severein others.

The last glacial period saw alternating episodes of glacier advance and retreat with the Last Glacial
Maximum occurring between 26,000 and 20,000 years ago. While the general pattern of cooling and glacier
advance around the globe was similar, local differences make it difficult to compare the details from
continent to continent (see picture of ice core data below for differences). The most recent cooling, the

Y ounger Dryas, began around 12,800 years ago and ended around 11,700 years ago, also marking the end of
the LGP and the Pleistocene epoch. It was followed by the Holocene, the current geological epoch.
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The Late Antique Little Ice Age (LALIA) was along-lasting Northern Hemispheric cooling period in the 6th
and 7th centuries AD, during the period known as Late Antiquity. The period coincides with three large
volcanic eruptions in 535/536, 539/540 and 547. The volcanic winter of 536 was the early phenomenon of
the century-long global temperature decline. One study suggested a global cooling of 2 °C (3.6 °F). The
period contributed to the decline of the Roman Empire and influenced the second wave migration period,
primarily of the early Slavs.
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